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Governor Signs HB210 and HB20 
Today in Anchorage Governor Parnell signed 
into law two bills passed by the Edgmon office 
this past session.  HB210 completes a land ex-
change between the state of Alaska and the 
federal government that marks a milestone in 
ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅ ƻŦ YƛƴƎ /ƻǾŜΩǎ ŘŜŎŀŘŜǎ-long effort to 
construct a road to reach the Cold Bay airport.  
HB20 allows a greater number of Alaskan fish-

ermen to qualify for low-interest loans to 
switch out old inefficient boat engines and 
gensets for new, much more fuel-efficient 
models. 
 
In attendance at the ceremony were many 
people from District 37 and beyond who 
played key roles in the success of these bills.  

To welcome HB210 into 
law, Mayor Henry Mack of 
King Cove was joined by 
former King Cove Mayor 
Ernest Weiss, City Man-
ager Gary Hennigh, and 
Aleutians East Borough 
Manager Sharon Boyette.  
Also on hand were Sen. 
Lyman Hoffman, who 
helped shepherd HB210 
through the Senate, and 
Sen. Lisa Murkowski, who 
was indispensable to the 
success of the land ex-
change at the federal level. 
 
With a corridor now estab-
lished for building a single-
lane road through the 
Izembek National Wildlife 
Refuge, the community of 
King Cove can soon look 
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Gov. Parnell  signs HB20.  Standing left-to-right: co-sponsor 
Rep. Bob Buch (D-Anch.), King Cove City Manager Gary Hen-

nigh, Rep. Edgmon, Sen. Lisa Murkowski, United  
Fishermen of Alaska President Arni Thompson,  

and Sen. Lyman Hoffman (D-Bethel). 



forward to vastly improved safety and wellbeing that will result from reliable access to one of 
the longest runways in Alaska.  HB210 passed the House and Senate with a combined unani-
mous vote of 60 to zero, sending a strong message to the Secretary of Interior that the state 
of Alaska solidly supports the King CoveτCold Bay link. 
 
HB20 also passed the legislature unanimously this year.  By permitting more fishers the oppor-
tunity to repower their boats with engines that take advantage of the latest technologies in 
fuel-efficiency and performance, HB20 will help battle the high fuel costs that have been cut-
ting into profits and threatening productivity in our fisheries.  It was fitting that folks from 
King Coveτone of our most active fishing portsτǿŜǊŜ ƻƴ ƘŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ I.нлΩǎ ǎƛƎƴƛƴƎΦ  !ƴŘ L ŀƭǎƻ 
appreciated the presence of United Fishermen of Alaska President Arni Thompson.  UFA ac-
tively supported HB20 every step of its way through the legislative process. 
 
L ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŀƴƪ DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊ tŀǊƴŜƭƭ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ǎǘŀŦŦ ŦƻǊ ŀŎŎƻƳƳƻŘŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ƭŀǊƎŜ ŎǊƻǿŘ ƻŦ ǿŜƭƭ-
wishers, and I thank all of those who joined in celebrating this occasion. 
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Those on hand for the HB210 and HB20 signing ceremony�v Left to Right: Rep. Bob 
Herron (D-Bethel), Rep. Kyle Johansen (R-Ketchikan), Rep. Charisse Millett (R-

Anch.), former King Cove Mayor Ernest Weiss, Gov. Sean Parnell, Rep. Edgmon, 
Rep. Bob Buch (D-Anch.), King Cove Mayor Henry Mack, UFA President Arni 

Thompson, Sen. Lyman Hoffman (D-Bethel), King Cove City Manager Gary Hennigh, 
U.S. Sen. Lisa Murkowski, and Aleutians East Borough Manager Sharon Boyette.  


