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District 37 Constituents Weigh in on Operating Budget 

As the legislative session neared the half-way 
mark this week, the House Finance Committee 
took up the Operating Budget and heard pub-
lic testimony from folks all over the state, in-
cluding Southwestern Alaska. My staff moni-
tored the hearings and kept me well in-
formed. 
    LΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŀƴƪ 5ƛǎπ
trict 37 residents in 
both Unalaska and Dil-
lingham who gave ex-
cellent remarks to the 
committee on a number 
of issues of real impor-
tance. Callers from Una-
laska included Mayor 
Shirley Marquardt, 
Schools Superintendent 
John Conwell, and Mu-
seum of the Aleutians 
Director Zoya Johnson. 
All three spoke elo-
quently of the dy-
namic workshops, 
training, and tech-
nical assistance 
that Marine Advisory Program (MAP) agent 
Reid Brewer has organized in the community, 
and they were very persuasive in their support 
ŦƻǊ ¦!C ŦǳƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ wŜƛŘΩǎ ŀƴŘ ŦƛǾŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ 
MAP positions around the state permanent.  

    In addition to praising the great value of the 
MAP program in Unalaska, Mayor Marquardt 
also urged the committee to find a way to 
fund two Alaska Marine Highway  summer 
sailings per month to communities along the 
Peninsula and down the Aleutian Chain. This is 

the number one recom-
mendation of the Ma-
rine Transportation Ad-
visory Board, on which 
Mayor Marquardt has a 
seat. Two Aleutian sail-
ings in past years 
showed significant eco-
nomic benefits to com-
munities out west, and 
also increased enriching 
interactions between 
many towns. 
    Folks in Dillingham 
who weighed in on per-
manent funding for the 

MAP positions in-
cluded Fritz John-
son, of the Bristol 
Bay  Economic De-

velopment Corporation, and Susan Flensburg, 
of BBNA. Both sang the praises of Izetta 
Chambers, the Dillingham MAP agent, who 
has brought great vitality to the program 
there.  
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Lake & Peninsula Borough Manager Lamar  
Cotton was in on Monday to discuss borough  

legislative priorities and projects.  



    LΩƳ ŎƻƴǾƛƴŎŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǳŎƘ ŎƭŜŀǊ ŀƴŘ ǇŜǊǎǳŀǎƛǾŜ ŀŘǾƻŎŀŎȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳτnot only from our 
district but also from many coastal communities in other parts of the stateτis having exactly 
the right effect here in Juneau. The value of the Marine Advisory Program and the high level 
of appreciation for it in so many areas of Alaska is well understood by both the university and 
lawmakers. I think chances are now excellent that all this effort will result in success.  
    The committee also heard valuable testimony from Ginger Baim, executive director of Dil-
ƭƛƴƎƘŀƳΩǎ {ŀŦŜ ŀƴŘ CŜŀǊ CǊŜŜ 9ƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘΦ wŜƳŀǊƪƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ ǘƻ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ ŜǇƛπ
demic levels of domestic abuse, Ginger emphasized the importance of primary preventionτ
developing fundamental community values in order to stop abuse from ever happening.  I 
agree that this approach should be a key focus of state programs, and I am heartened that Co-
Chair Hawker and other committee members seemed to plainly grasp the essential wisdom in 
DƛƴƎŜǊΩǎ ǘŜǎǘƛƳƻƴȅΦ  
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An Announcement from the Alaska Energy Authority: 

New Energy for Sustainable Communities 
 

The Alaska Rural Energy Conference brings energy experts together  

to provide practical information and energy projects, ideas,  

and solutions for Alaska's Communities. 

 

The conference will be held from April 27th - 29th, 2010 at the Westmark  

Hotel. For more information on participating in this exciting event,  

please call the Alaska Center for Energy and Power at (907) 474 5402,  

or email Amanda Byrd at agbyrd@alaska.edu. 

 

Evening reception to be held on April 27th at the Morris Thompson Cultural and 

Visitors Center. 

Travel Grants are now available for the 2010 Alaska Rural Energy Conference. 

Please download the PDF Travel Grant application and information packet. To Apply, 

please fill out the paper work, Complete the registration form, and follow the registra-

tion instructions. You will be contact shortly after your application has been received. 

Application deadline is 4pm Friday April 23rd. 

Please email for fax your signed and completed form 

no later than 4pm Friday April 23rd, 2010 to 

Alaska Energy Authority 

c/oRebecca Garrett 

907-771-3044 

rgarrett@aidea.org 

mailto:agbyrd@alaska.edu
http://www.morristhompsoncenter.org/
http://www.morristhompsoncenter.org/
http://www.uaf.edu/acep/rec/doc/2010_travel_grant_packet.pdf
mailto:rgarrett@aidea.org


Bill to Toughen Animal Cruelty Laws Heard in House Judiciary 

HB138, a bill to make the most horrible crimes of animal cruelty felony offenses, was heard in 
House Judiciary this Monday and moved out to the House Finance Committee. At the hearing 
a committee substitute was adopted that makes the bill identical to legislation introduced in 
the Senate.  
 
Under current Alaska law, the worst crimes against animals are not prosecuted as felonies un-
ǘƛƭ ŀƴ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭΩǎ ǘƘƛǊŘ ƻŦŦŜƴǎŜΦ {ǳŎƘ ƻŦŦŜƴǎŜǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ǘƻǊǘǳǊƛƴƎ ƻǊ ǇƻƛǎƻƴƛƴƎ ŀƴ ŀƴƛƳŀƭ ǘƻ 
death. Elevating these crimes to first-offence felony status brings Alaska in line with existing 
laws in 46 other states in the U.S.  
 
A first offense of cruelty such as criminal negligence in the care of an animals remains a Class 
A misdemeanor. However, the crime becomes a class C  felony if it is a second offense.  
 
Giving these crimes felony status allows for substantially longer prison sentences. For exam-
ple, a sentence for a class A misdemeanor cannot be longer than one year, while a first convic-
tion for a class C felony can be as much as two years.  
 
With both the House and Senate companion bills getting attention this session, there is a 
fighting chance that these strengthened penalties will become law.  

Get Your PFD Applications In! 
DEADLINE IS MARCH 31st! 

Apply online at http://www.pfd.state.ak.us/index.aspx 

If DOT Changes Off-System CDL Eligibility, 
Our Communities will Need Solutions  

Recently as I was answering on-air questions with Anne Hillman of KUCB Radio Unalaska, a 
caller asked about an issue concerning off-ǎȅǎǘŜƳ /ƻƳƳŜǊŎƛŀƭ 5ǊƛǾŜǊǎΩ [ƛŎŜƴǎŜǎ ό/5[ǎύΦ Lƴ 
many Alaskan communities that have low traffic volumes and are not connected to major 
road systems, a person can get an off-system CDL by passing a written test; the requirement 
for an actual driving test (which would have to be administered in Anchorage) is waived.  Nec-
essary for driving school buses, freight haulers, dump trucks, and other heavy equipment, off-
system CDLs are currently used across District 37.   
     
The problem is, for several of our communitiesτincluding Unalaska, Dillingham, and King 
Salmonτthis exemption from federal DOT regulations may soon come to an end. This issue 

(Continued on page 4) 

http://www.pfd.state.ak.us/index.aspx


came to my attention last fall, and I immediately contacted both the Alaska Department of Trans-
ǇƻǊǘŀǘƛƻƴ ό5h¢ύ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǊ /ƻƴƎǊŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ 5ŜƭŜƎŀǘƛƻƴ ŀōƻǳǘ ƛǘΦ IŜǊŜΩǎ ǿƘŀǘ L ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘΦ 
 

Data for Eligibility Recently Updated 
Communities are eligible for the exemption from the road test as long as their annual Average 
Daily Traffic (ADT) volume remains below 500 vehicles. This is determined through seven days of 
counts (usually during the summer months) at several locations in a town. These numbers are 
ǘƘŜƴ άǎŜŀǎƻƴŀƭƭȅ ŀŘƧǳǎǘŜŘέ ǳǎƛƴƎ Řŀǘŀ ŦǊƻƳ ŜƭŜŎǘǊƻƴƛŎ tŜǊƳŀƴŜƴǘ ¢ǊŀŦŦƛŎ wŜŎƻǊŘŜǊǎ όt¢wǎύ ƻǇŜǊŀǘπ
ing year-round in communities.  
 
The Average Daily Traffic counts for dozens of rural cities and villages all over the state had not 
been updated in many years until studies were conducted from 2006 through 2008. For most ar-
eas of the state, these new studies have only recently been finalized, and based on the new num-
bers DOT will have to remove a large number of communities from the exemption listτincluding 
some in District 37.  
 

!ƭŀǎƪŀ 5h¢ άƴƻǘ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ Ǉǳƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǊǳƎ ƻǳǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǳƴŘŜǊ ŀƴȅƻƴŜΦέ  
Alaska DOT tells me that they are under pressure from federal DOT to update the list of exempted 
ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎΣ ōǳǘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ άƴƻǘ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ Ǉǳƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǊǳƎ ƻǳǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǳƴŘŜǊ ŀƴȅƻƴŜΦέ ¢ƘŜȅ 
ǿƛƭƭ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ ŎƻƴŎŜǊǘŜŘ ŜŦŦƻǊǘ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ ŀƭƭ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ŀǇǇǊƛǎŜŘ ŀǎ ǘƻ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ƛƴ ǎǘƻǊŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƳΣ ŀƴŘ 
communities that will lose exemption will get plenty of notice.  They also plan to allow grace peri-
odsτfor as much as a yearτfor residents with off-system CDLs to get road tested for full-on CDLs.  
 
While it is welcome news that our towns will have time to prepare for a change in their exemption 
status, I believe they deserve more than just a grace period.  
 
IŜǊŜΩǎ ǿƘȅΦ ²ƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŜȄŜƳǇǘƛƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǊƻŀŘ ǘŜǎǘΣ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ƘƻƭŘƛƴƎτor applying forτjobs 
that require a CDL would have to travel all the way to Anchorage to be examined.  Not only that, 
to take this test they would have to rent a vehicle similar to whatever  vehicle they would be driv-
ing for their jobτŀ ōǳǎΣ ŀ ŘǳƳǇ ǘǊǳŎƪΣ ŀ ŎŜƳŜƴǘ ƳƛȄŜǊΧ ȅƻǳ ƴŀƳŜ ƛǘΦ  Airfare, test fees, and rental 
fees would easily be hundreds if not thousands of dollars for District 37 residents. The last thing 
we need in rural Alaska is such a costly, added impediment to employment opportunities. 
 
School districts and local governments would also suffer considerable adverse impacts, since both 
ǊƻǳǘƛƴŜƭȅ ŘŜǇŜƴŘ ƻƴ ōǳǎ ŘǊƛǾŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƛƴǘŜƴŀƴŎŜ ǿƻǊƪŜǊǎ ǿƘƻǎŜ /ƻƳƳŜǊŎƛŀƭ 5ǊƛǾŜǊǎΩ [ƛŎŜƴǎŜǎ 
are valid only for off-system use.   
 

CATCH 22 
L ŀƳ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ƛǊǊƛǘŀǘŜŘ ŀǘ ǿƘŀǘ L ǎŜŜ ŀǎ ŀ ά/ŀǘŎƘ ннέ ƛƴ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎΦ L ƘŀǾŜ ŀǎƪŜŘ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭǎ ŀǘ 5h¢ ƛŦ 
they will send examiners to our communities to conduct road tests, thereby saving drivers the ex-
ǇŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ ǘǊŀǾŜƭƛƴƎ ǘƻ !ƴŎƘƻǊŀƎŜ ǘƻ Řƻ ǎƻΦ ¸Ŝǘ ǘƘŜȅ ǎŀȅ ǘƘŜȅ ŎŀƴΩǘ ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǎǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŎƻƳπ
ƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ ŘǊƛǾƛƴƎ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊȅ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜǎΦ  L Ƨǳǎǘ ŘƻƴΩǘ 
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Keep in Contact with Us 

understand how DOT can tell someone that they have to take a road test to get a CDL because the 
driving environment in their community has changed, then tell them that that same driving envi-
ronment is not challenging enough to take a road test in.  
 
aȅ ƻǇƛƴƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǎƛƳǇƭŜΣ ƛŦ 5h¢ ŎŀƴΩǘ ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǎǘ ƛƴ ŀ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΣ ǘƘŜƴ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻƳƳǳπ
nity should be exempt from the requirement. If that is not possible and DOT forces our drivers to 
travel to Anchorage for road tests, then there should be some compensation for the considerable 
expenses involved. 
 
At the same time my office is working with Alaska DOT on solutions, we are also in touch with 
{ŜƴŀǘƻǊ .ŜƎƛŎƘΩǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ ƛƴ ²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴΦ ¢ƘŜ ƻŦŦ-system exemption originates in federal regulations. 
²ŜΩǊŜ ŜȄŀƳƛƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ Ǉƻǎǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ŀƳŜƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǊŜƎǎ ƛƴ ǎƻƳŜ ǿŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŀƭƭƻǿ ƻǳǊ ŎƻƳπ
ƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŜȄŜƳǇǘƛƻƴǎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ Ƴŀȅ ƻǊ Ƴŀȅ ƴƻǘ ǘǳǊƴ ƻǳǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŘƻŀōƭŜΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘΩǎ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴƭȅ 
worth a try.  
 
LΩƭƭ ōŜ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ƛƴ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ от ƛƴŦƻǊƳŜŘ ƻŦ Ƙƻǿ ƻǳǊ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ ƻƴ ōƻǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ ŦŜŘπ
eral levels develop.  
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